
Completing DTLA’s Transit Foundation



These projects have been 

developed from discussions 

with stakeholders and experts

Comprehensive list of  SPBID’s completed outreach



Create access to rail system and improve transit 

convenience for south and eastern DTLA 

destinations

Pico Station

To East LA

To San Gabriel Valley

To Long BeachTo Santa Monica

To Westwood, Hollywood 
and the Valley

Increase speed and capacity into major DTLA  

destinations from existing light rail lines

What are we trying to do?



Big Picture:

The most valuable property in Southern California

• As regional congestion increases, 

sites with great transit access will 

be at a premium

• Direct, convenient and fast routes 

from all parts of  the county

• More connections then anywhere 

else in the system

• Available underutilized land and 

community supportive of  more 

density

• Centrally located  - region’s largest 

employment hub

• Strong demand for housing, 

hospitality, creative office and retail



Project One:

Underground Blue and Expo Track in DTLA

• Currently at-grade bottleneck
• Shared by both lines
• Includes Pico Station



Project Two:

Transit line connecting SP, Fashion, Industrial and Arts districts

Potential  WSAB 
Alignment

East/West Line

Hub 1:
LA Live, Staples 
Center, Convention 
Center, Oceanwide, 
Circa, Fig + Pico, 
etc.

Hub 2:
Row DTLA, 6AM, At 
Mateo, 670 Mesquit, 
Warner Music 
Office, LA Times 
property, etc.

Fashion Marts

Flower Mart
Ace Hotel

City Market
Santee Alley

Proper Hotel, Hoxton Hotel, 
Herald Examiner, USC office 
building, etc.



Increased property values

• Proximity to transit – particularly grade separated rail transit - increases the value of  property within a mile radius

• Increases in property values are most dramatic within ½ mile of  the station in areas with large office and retail space and pedestrian 

accessibility  

Higher lease rates

• Studies show that office properties with access to transit secure rents nearly 80% higher and have vacancy rates 3.7% lower than those without 

access

Higher hotel-reservation rates

• Access to transit and faster, more reliable service makes hotels more attractive to visitors

Access to larger labor market

• Connects entire regional transit system to your neighborhood and helps employers recruit

Establishing new hubs in DTLA

• Creating rail hubs with multiple lines shifts the center of  downtown to around your property

*No new taxes on DTLA property owners

• Cost is paid by City and County, but benefits accrue to property owners

Project Outcomes



Enhanced Infrastructure Financing District

• New tool – very well suited to our districts

• Tax Increment Financing – no new taxes

• Capturing the growth in tax revenue that 

occurs because of  increases in property 

value

• Potential of  billions of  $ 

How do we fund it without new taxes on property owners?




